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Effective Presence of SMEs in Global Markets Guarantees Innovation in the Country

The First Vice President emphasized the pivotal
role of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
in driving innovation and economic growth,
noting their significant contribution to the
country’s industrial development and global
competitiveness.

In his remarks at the inaugural SME Ranking
Conference, Mohammad-RezaArefexpressed his
pleasure in attending the event and witnessing
the first presentation of SME rankings before
senior executives, industry elites, and business
leaders. He described the event as an important
milestone that highlights the true role of SMEs
in national development and progress.

According to Aref, SMEs account for more than
96 percent of all enterprises in the country
and play a vital role in digital transformation,
artificial intelligence adoption, standardization,
and branding — all of which are essential to
ensuring reduced costs and fostering innovation
through a knowledge-based economy.

“These enterprises have the capacity to become
the foundation for large corporations,” Aref
stated, citing global evidence that large banks
built upon SME ecosystems tend to be more

successful than those created independently of
such foundations. He extended his gratitude to
the eventorganizers, especially the Organization
of Small Industries and Industrial Parks and
the Industrial Management Organization,
and acknowledged the valuable efforts of the
Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade despite
existing challenges.

He underscored key strategic priorities, including
value chain development, investment in emerging
technologies, enhancements in industrial and
mininginfrastructure, human capital strengthening,
and the expansion of intelligent systems — all
contributing to positive industrial growth despite
energy imbalances and external pressures.

The Vice President further noted that SME
evaluations now include financial and non-financial
criteria, such as skilled workforce share, export
performance, social responsibility, and international
cooperation — offering a clearer picture of each
company's real capabilities while enhancing
transparency and investor confidence.

SMEs’ flexibility and cost-effectiveness allow
them to adapt more rapidly to market changes
than larger industries, while industrial parks
serve as hubs for innovation, knowledge
exchange, and cost efficiency — prerequisites
for the formation of industrial clusters and
innovation centers.

Aref highlighted the necessity of coordinated
government efforts, establishment of national
interagency working groups, and creation of
unified service channels to reduce redundancy
and accelerate policy implementation. He
also emphasized the importance of human
capital development, vocational skills training,
and university collaboration to meet sector
challenges.

Concludinghisaddress, Arefpraised theresilience
and commitment of industry professionals and
citizens in supporting production and services
during challenging times, particularly amid
external pressures and sanctions, affirming that
these efforts are a valuable foundation for the
nation’s economic resilience and long-term
growth.
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