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The facility will house tech units and innovators working
in different fields related to ICT and digital economy,
providing equipment for empirical research and localizing
technology.

Iran's tech authorities have joined forces to establish a
“digital economy park” in Tehran to boost Iran's startup
ecosystem and increase tech firms' share in the economy.
During an event, Information and Communications
Technology Minister Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi and
Sorena Sattari, vice president for science and technology,
signed an agreement related to the project, the ministry’s
website, Ict.gov.ir, reported.

The park is to be established adjacent to Pardis Teck Park,
located in Tehran's eastern satellite city Pardis, in a 30
hectare land.

The facility will house tech units and innovators working in
different fields related to ICT and digital economy.
According to the officials, the project is aimed at providing
equipment for empirical research and localizing the
technology.

Based on the deal, the ICT Ministry agreed to provide the
required land and a part of preparation expenses, along
with the technical infrastructures.

The Vice Presidential Office for Science and Technology
also committed to pay at least 500 billion rials (2.8 million)
as an initial budget for setting up the project.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Jahromi said the
project strengthens ties between the ministry and
the vice presidential office in line with developing the
knowledge-based economy.

Pointing to the damaging effects of US sanctions
against Iran, he said, “"Economic systems that can survive
and grow under constraints will achieve a sustainable
power. Fortunately, Iran's knowledge-based economy is
flourishing with the help of talented and innovative young
generation,” he said, hoping that such collaborations will
soon deliver.

Referring to the expansion of Pardis Tech Park, Jahromi said
a large data center will soon be established in the area.
“The data center will be the largest database for the
National Information Network, making the park a data hub
for the country,” he said.

NIN was initially launched in August 2016 as an alternative
and independent network with content compatible with
Islamic values. It is reportedly designed to facilitate Iranian
users’ access to indigenous content.

Jahromi said the data center will become partially
operational in August, providing extra capacity for NIN
data processing and services.

Also speaking at the event, Sattari focused on the
productivity of knowledge-based firms in the park.

"Tech units in Pardis park managed to raise their income
to 110 trillion rials [621.5$ million] in the last Iranian year
[ended March 2019,2020]," he said.

"The figure indicates that the government's investment in
the technology ecosystem is paying off. The good news
of technological achievements is frequently heard from
Pardis Tech Park. The growth will be accelerated with the

LA |
park’s expansion plan and its conversion to a tech town.”
Sattari noted that plans are to enlarge the park to over
1,000 hectares.

Pardis Branches

Located 20 km east of Tehran, Pardis Tech Park and its two
branches, called Azadi and Highway, have been established
by the vice presidential office, offering free and subsidized
workspace for technology companies and emerging
startups.

Azadi Innovation Factory was launched in August 2018 at
an abandoned chemicals factory near Azadi Square, west
of Tehran. The factory is backed by the vice presidential
office and is managed by Sharif University of Technology.

Highway, the capital's second innovation factory, is still
under construction but is partially operational. The factory
is being established in an old building near Tehran's
Nobonyad Square.

The space, which is 5,000 square meters wide, was formerly
owned by Iranian Space Agency.

The most recent project inaugurated in the park expanded
the park by a new center covering 21 hectares.

The new center named “Entrepreneurship Pardis” is
expected to become operational in the coming fall.

The centeris planned in 85 sections, including workspace for
fledgling and professional startups developing high-tech
products, research and development units, laboratories
and workshops.Amin-Reza Khalegian, the park’'s head of
International Affairs Office, said around 300 companies are
currently settled in the park.

“With the opening of the third space, the number will rise
further,” he said.

He noted that attracting companies and startups
working on advanced medical equipment, information
and communication technologies, electronics and their
applications are high on the park’s priority.

Khalegian said when the third branch is completed, the
total area under the management of Pardis Tech Park will
reach 60 hectares.

Officials at the park believe the center can help establish
up to five branches in the capital in the form of innovation
factories.

Giving support to new startups and technology firms
has been on the government’s agenda since 2013 when
President Hassan Rouhani began his first term in office.
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New Projects Launched to Spur «Sistan» Tech Ecosystem

With government support, several new tech projects have
been inaugurated in the southeastern province of Sistan -
Baluchestan to boost its startup ecosystem.

During a visit to the province, Sorena Sattari, vice president
for science and technology, launched tech centers and
conferred with provincial managers.

According to the vice presidential office’s website
Isti.ir, Sattari launched the construction of an innovation
factory, which is to be developed in a 2 hectare area. It is
expected to complete by the end of the current Iranian
year (March 2021).

When completed, the factory is to become a shared
working place for tech firms and startups, as it gathers
mentors, technical and legal advisors and accelerators,
providing multi-dimensional support for tech units.

Rural Communications Get Boost
: | The expansion of telecom coverage is part of ICT Ministry's

plan to provide all villages with over 20 households with
access to speedy telecom and internet connections by
the end of the current Iranian year (March 2021).

To upgrade ICT infrastructures in underdeveloped parts
of the country, the Iranian government has joined hands
with the private sector to provide over 1,000 rural areas
with access to mobile network and internet services.
During an event held in Tehran, ICT Minister Mohammad
Javad Azari Jahromi made the announcement and held
symbolic inaugurations in Shahniz and Golaneh villages
in Kohgilouyeh-Boyerahmad and Kurdestan provinces,
the ministry’s website Ict.gov.ir reported.

The total budget spent on development project amounts
to 3 trillion rials (16.89% million), of which 896 billion rials
(4.98$ million) are provided by the major mobile operator
MTN-Irancell.

As a result, people in 1,034 villages were linked to the
National Information Network and can now access
mobile data connection.

A data center was launched in East Azarbaijan Province
with an investment of 3.5 trillion rials (17.2$ million) made
by mobile communication operator MCl.

In line with plans to develop the country’s information
and communication technologies infrastructures, ICT
Ministry has launched a data center in East Azarbaijan
Province in northwest Iran. During a video-conference in
Tehran, the data center was inaugurated by ICT Minister
Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi, who was accompanied
by Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, the Iranian Parliament
speaker, Abolhassan Firouzabadi, the head of Iran’s High
Council of Cyberspace, and a number of officials from
Mobile Telecommunications Company of Iran (MCI).

The data center has been established at a cost of 3.5
trillion rials (17.2$ million) by MCl in a three-story building
with a total area of 3,000 square meters.
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State and private institutions should jointly contribute
to boosting startups and knowledge-based companies
that have a huge untapped potential.

"Startups can boost domestic production and curb the
country’s reliance on foreign resources,” the head of
Iran’s Municipalities and Village Administrators said.
Mehdi Jamalinejad added that a new generation of

New Tech Projects to Boost Ardabil Startup Ecosystem
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entrepreneurs with totally different working strategies
and levels of innovation are expanding their role in the
domestic economy.

“If this human treasury is employed in more executive
and managerial roles, knotty problems facing the
country will hopefully be solved more quickly and
efficiently,” he said.

Gov't, Academia Forge Deals to Develop Tehran Tech Ecosystem

The project to establish a new tech zone in Tehran, which
is to be managed by the Vice Presidential Office for
Science and Technology and Tarbiat Modares University,
will provide startups and knowledge-based companies
with support.

Government entities and academia have forged
agreements to further develop the domestic technology
ecosystem.

The project to establish a new tech zone in the city's
District 6, which is to be managed by the Vice Presidential

Office for Science and Technology and Tarbiat Modares
University, will provide startups and knowledge-based
companies with support for expansion of ties linking
scientific, industrial and economic sectors, the office’s
website Isti.ir reported.

A 380 sqm space in the vicinity of the university will be
designated for the project.

According to the report, when completed, the center will
attract and provide shared working space for tech units
with ties to the university.
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“If we infuse the antibody taken from the recovered patient
into the body of an infected subject, the critically ill patients
show signs of improvement,” he said.
Abolgasemi noted that the use of convalescent plasma
therapy was successful in treating diseases like Ebola and
SARS.
Prior to our achievements in using this method to treat
coronavirus, “the Chinese used it in 10 case studies”, he
remarked.
He then talked about the meeting in which they discussed
how the private sector could help test this approach.
“So, the private sector has been of great help regarding
this issue. We received 400,000 liters of plasma from
recovered Covid19 patients. This is collected at least 28
days after the patient has recovered,” he added.
Abolgasemi said the plasma was tested after ensuring
that it is safe.
“So, we began to infuse it into critically ill patients in mid-March.
We constantly shared our Covid19 convalescent plasma
findings with the world via internet,” he said.
“In our experiment, we transfused 500 cc plasma to 50
critically ill patients and some of them survived.”
Data collected from this study showed that the use of
convalescent plasma can decrease the mortality rate by
up to 20% and it can be used to prevent the worsening of
patients’ condition and their admission to ICU.
Asked if CP can cure Covid19 completely, he said, “Before
using any new approach, first of all we have to make sure
that it is safe. Now we are certain that CP is safe. The next
step is to prove that the new treatment is efficacious. This
depends on the quality of the plasma donors’ antibodies.
Therefore, we are not yet certain that CP is 100% effective
in curing the disease.”
Fear and Dread
Peyman Eshqi, managing director of Iranian Blood
Transfusion Organization, stated that “in an atmosphere
of fear and dread, people adopt a negative approach
toward doing what they used to do previously”.
“So, people all over the world started to get more reluctant
for donating blood after the outbreak of Covid19. This
resulted in a shortage of plasma,” he said.
“Another obstacle is that direct transfusion of the plasma
of previously-pregnant women may cause allergic
reactions in receivers, so they are excluded from donating
plasma.”

Eshqgi noted that patients with diabetes or high bold
pressure might harm themselves by donating plasma.
"We asked many recovered Covid19 patients to donate
plasma. Although we have received a good quantity of
plasma, we need it 10 times more than what we have
now,” he said.

“So we have to ask all the Covid19 patients worldwide to
donate plasma. The receivers of CP should not be worried
about the side effects.”

The IBTO chief stated that “up to the middle of May,
15,000 recovered Covid19 patients donated plasma, from
which 5,000 were proved to be completely safe.
"However, we began to use this method sooner, so we
are one step ahead in Iran,” he added.

Asked if IBTO has any plans to supply plasma to other
countries, the official said, “We can definitely share
our experiences, but supplying plasma and blood to
other countries, except in rare cases, has strict rules and
limitations.”

Eshgi then mentioned his participation in a recent
international conference on problems caused by Covid19
in blood banks.

“I talked about Iran's use of CP for confronting
Covid19 in this conference. The equipment needed for
plasmapheresis is being supplied to Egypt, so that they
can also use this method.”

Vaccination

Abdolmajid Cheragh-Ali, a faculty member of Bagjiyatallah
University of Medical Sciences, was asked whether CP
therapy can enter the phase of vaccination as it is believed
to improve the immune system.

"Vaccine, serving as active immunization, stimulates the
immune system to produce antibody. On the contrary,
CP transfusion is passive immunization, because rather
than being secreted inside one’s body, it is taken from
someone else,” he said.

The faculty member said “500 ml of plasma are infused
into each patient, from which only 2 or 3 grams are
effective”.

“We aim to get the pure 3/2 grams of antibody through
some pharmaceutical processing, which a goal has not
been achieved yet,” he added.

According to Cheragh-Alj, the advantage of CP therapy in
Covid19 is that it is “immediately available”.

Emphasizing that donating plasma does not harm the
donor, he said each person can donate plasma 100 times
in a year.

"Considering the number of Covid19 infected people
worldwide, 6 to 7 million recovered patients can donate
plasma. We can share the Covid19 CP therapy experience
with other Muslim countries,” he said.

At the end of the meeting, Eshqi said, “IBTO cooperates
with WHO in the region covered by the Eastern
Mediterranean Regional Office. That's where we can
convey the experiences of CP therapy. We are ready for a
regional solidarity meeting regarding this issue.”

They concluded that as a way to show gratitude for
regaining their health, all recovered Covid19 patients
need to donate plasma.




Sorena Sattari, the vice president for science and
technology, launched a center for promoting innovation
in data-oriented businesses at the National Library and
Archives of Iran.

The Vice Presidential Office for Science and Technology,
a strong supporter of technology ecosystem, has taken
several additional steps for promoting knowledge-based

New Projects HeIp Develop Data-Based Tech Ecosystem

companies and startups, including the launch of tech
centers and providing workspace.

Sorena Sattari, the vice president for science and
technology, inaugurated a center for promoting
innovation in data-oriented businesses at the National
Library and Archives of Iran.

The center, which is expected to become operational by
the end of the current Iranian year (March 2021), provides
working places for entrepreneurs and owners of startup
ideas in the field of librarianship and archival science.
Underlining the necessity of strengthening the Persian
language in cyberspace, Sattari said the digitalization of
the library's archive and promotion of online accessibility,
as well as production of scientific content, will not only
help the digital ecosystem but also strengthen Iranian
culture in the digital and real world.

Smart Tech to Guard Nat'l Parks Against Wildfires

Golestan National Park was the first park in Iran equipped
with a smart protection system that authorities plan to
use in Tehran as well.

National parks and natural reserves in Tehran Province
should be protected from wildfires through smart and
modern technologies, an official with Tehran Governorate
said.

Mohammad Tagizadeh added that municipalities and
the fire department should jointly take responsibility for
saving green space from conflagration, besides taking
preventive measures with the help of tech facilities.
Climate change has made wildfires more frequent and
harsher. Since May 22, the Zagros Mountain Range
in southwestern Iran has been ravaged by forest fires
spreading across thousands of hectares.

Iran is woefully underprepared to deal with the country’s
hot season because of a lack of resources and budget,
and so extinguishing the fire falls to volunteers. Locals
are underequipped to fight the fire, while Iranian officials
have tried to deny the extent of damage.

The Zagros Mountain Range, along Iran’s western border,

is home to many unique species of flora and fauna, with
40% of all plants used for medicinal purposes found in
the region. However, drought and overconsumption of
resources have damaged the forests in the region, and
now wildfires threaten it, too.

Panel Discusses Plasma Therapy Used for Treating Covid19

Scientists attended a panel discussion convened by Iran’s
Mustafa Science and Technology Foundation to discuss
Covid19 and the possibility of using convalescent plasma
therapy to treat the disease.

Iran’s Mustafa Science and Technology Foundation
organized a panel discussion in Tehran, in which scientists
discussed the effectiveness of convalescent plasma (CP)
therapy for treating Covid19.

Official statistics have reported over 233,000 coronavirus
cases and 11,106 deaths in Iran.

As coronavirus cases surge around the globe, scientists
are debating possible cures for treating the disease.
Financial Tribune is only reflecting the opinions of experts

without endorsing or rejecting them.

President of Bagiyatallah University of Medical Sciences
Hassan Abolgasemi said, “Covid19 has caught the world
by surprise. For almost all diseases, there is a protocol which
we abide by, but we had no protocol for Covid19."
Although there was no protocol for this disease, “we had
to reduce the mortality rate, because this virus is perilous
to vulnerable groups like the elderly, the obese and those
who suffer from diabetes,” he was quoted as saying by
MSTF Media.

He said the body gets automatically immunized when
exposed to any virus and the immune system produces
antibodies.
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